Sydney Bible-Presbyterian Church

The Epistle to the Romans    Study 1
Introduction (Part 1)
Paul wrote this epistle.

1. Who was Paul?

Philippians 3:5 Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee;  6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.

Acts 26: 4 My manner of life from my youth, which was at the first among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the Jews;  5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion I lived a Pharisee.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. His birth place?

Acts 22:3, "I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day."
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3. His education?

Acts 21:39, "But Paul said, I am a man which am a Jew of Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city: and, I beseech thee, suffer me to speak unto the people."
Acts 5:34, "Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in reputation among all the people, and commanded to put the apostles forth a little space;"
Acts 22:3, "I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day."
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. His religious zeal?

Acts 26:8-11, "Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the dead?  I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.  Which thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did I shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I gave my voice against them.  And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities."
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5. Describe his conversion.

Acts 26: 11 And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto strange cities. 

12 Whereupon as I went to Damascus with authority and commission from the chief priests, 

13 At midday, O king, I saw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun, shining round about me and them which journeyed with me. 

14 And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice speaking unto me, and saying in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. 

15 And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest. 

16 But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to make thee a minister and a witness both of these things which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which I will appear unto thee; 

17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, 

18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.
Acts 9: 8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. 

9 And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 

10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord. 

11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth, 

12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight. 

13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem: 

14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name. 

15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: 

16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. 

17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost. 

18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6. What does the conversion of Paul tell us about the power of the Gospel?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
7. Have you experienced the power of the Gospel?  Describe your experience?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
8. What was Paul’s citizenship status?  What was one privilege he had being such a citizen?

Acts 22:24 The chief captain commanded him to be brought into the castle, and bade that he should be examined by scourging; that he might know wherefore they cried so against him. 

25 And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said unto the centurion that stood by, Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned? 

26 When the centurion heard that, he went and told the chief captain, saying, Take heed what thou doest: for this man is a Roman. 

27 Then the chief captain came, and said unto him, Tell me, art thou a Roman? He said, Yea. 

28 And the chief captain answered, With a great sum obtained I this freedom. And Paul said, But I was free born.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
9. Comment on Paul’s claiming this privilege with reference to Matthew 10:16, "Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves."
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
10. What did Paul do immediately after his conversion?   
Acts 9:19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus. 

20 And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God. 

21 But all that heard him were amazed, and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which called on this name in Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests? 

22 But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ. 

23 And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took counsel to kill him: 

24 But their laying await was known of Saul. And they watched the gates day and night to kill him. 

25 Then the disciples took him by night, and let him down by the wall in a basket.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
11. What does Paul’s example teach us about service and our conversion?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
12. For how long did preach in Damascus?

Galatians 1:14 And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers. 

15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, 

16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood: 

17 Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus. 

18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
13. Why did Paul go to Arabia?  Is knowledge necessary for service?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
14. How was Paul able to get into the circle of the disciples in Jerusalem?
Acts 9:22 But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ. 

23 And after that many days were fulfilled, the Jews took counsel to kill him: 

24 But their laying await was known of Saul. And they watched the gates day and night to kill him. 

25 Then the disciples took him by night, and let him down by the wall in a basket. 

26 And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a disciple. 

27 But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. 

28 And he was with them coming in and going out at Jerusalem.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
15. How did Paul join the church at Antioch, which became the base from which he made his missionary journeys?

Acts 11:22 Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. 

23 Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. 

24 For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord. 

25 Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: 

26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
16. What does it take to be a Barnabas?  How can we be Barnabases?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
17. Paul was known to have made three missionary journeys.  The first covered Asia Minor, the second covered some parts of Asian Minor and importantly included the bearing of the Gospel into Europe, and the third covered Asia Minor and parts of Europe.  After his third missionary journey he travelled to Jerusalem to keep the Feast of Pentecost.  A commotion was created by the Jews who wanted to kill Paul.  Paul was arrested and for his safety he was sent to Caesarea as a prisoner.  After two years, in one of the hearings of his case before the governor at Caesarea, he appealed to Caesar for justice and was sent to Rome as a prisoner.
18. Was it God’s will that Paul should be a prisoner in Rome?

Acts 28:16, "And when we came to Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard: but Paul was suffered to dwell by himself with a soldier that kept him."
Acts 28:17, "And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called the chief of the Jews together: and when they were come together, he said unto them, Men and brethren, though I have committed nothing against the people, or customs of our fathers, yet was I delivered prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans."
Acts 28:23-24, "And when they had appointed him a day, there came many to him into his lodging; to whom he expounded and testified the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from morning till evening.  And some believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not."
Acts 28:30-31, "And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own hired house, and received all that came in unto him,  Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him." 

In prison he wrote four letters.  Name them.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

19. How does the truth of Romans 8:28, "And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose" apply with regards to Paul’s imprisonment in Rome?  Narrate some experiences in your life in which ‘bad’ things turned out to be good to those who loved Him.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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